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And to the extent that we need to continue 
to make that message work, we will try to 
do so. But the best thing we can do is to 
show results from our activities and be able 
to point to the fact that not only did we lib-
erate Afghanistan from the Taliban, we re-
main in place, with a lot of aid and a lot 
of help. And the suffering of the—the human 
condition is improving, and suffering is less 
because of the United States of America. 

Thank you all. Thanks for coming. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:58 a.m. in the 
Roosevelt Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to President Saddam Hussein 
of Iraq; Prime Minister Ariel Sharon of Israel; and 
Lt. Gen. Dan K. McNeill, USA, commander of 
U.S. forces in Afghanistan. H.R. 3833, approved 
December 4, was assigned Public Law No. 107–
317.

Remarks on Lighting the 
Hanukkah Menorah 

December 4, 2002

Welcome. This is the sixth night of Hanuk-
kah, the Jewish festival of lights. This holiday 
marks the victory of Jewish patriots over op-
pression more than two millennia ago. The 
menorah represents an ancient miracle, in 
which a lamp with only enough oil for one 
day burned eight. 

Each year, Hanukkah brings a message of 
hope—that light will overcome darkness, that 
goodness will overcome evil, and that faith 
can accomplish miracles. 

Today, the spirit of those early patriots 
lives in the lives of the state of Israel and 
throughout the Jewish community and 
among all brave people who fight violence 
and terror. We pray that this season of light 
will also be a season of peace for the Jewish 
people. 

We are joined this evening by the mem-
bers of the Ramaz Chamber Choir. Ramaz 
is a modern orthodox Jewish day school in 
Manhattan, and we’re grateful to the stu-
dents for making the trip to join us today. 

I also want to thank Congregation Rodeph 
Shalom in Philadelphia for the use of this 
beautiful menorah. Founded in 1795, 
Rodeph Shalom was the first Ashkenazic con-

gregation established in the Western Hemi-
sphere. 

Lighting the menorah will be Daniella and 
Alexandra Wald from New York City. We 
welcome the girls here, and the honor is 
yours. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:20 p.m. in the 
Bookseller’s Area in the East Wing at the White 
House.

Statement on the 100th Birthday of 
Senator Strom Thurmond 

December 4, 2002

As United States Senator Strom Thur-
mond turns 100, I am proud to join the peo-
ple of South Carolina in praising him, his val-
ues, and his good works. 

Celebrating his 100th birthday as a sitting 
U.S. Senator is unique in our history, as was 
his 1954 election to the Senate as a write-
in candidate. He has served his fellow citi-
zens as teacher, coach, State legislator, and 
Governor. Additionally, while serving as a 
circuit court judge, he volunteered for com-
bat duty during World War II and later land-
ed a glider at Normandy on D-Day at the 
age of 41. For his military service, he earned 
18 decorations, medals, and awards, includ-
ing the Legion of Merit with Oak Leaf Clus-
ter, Bronze Star for Valor, Purple Heart, Bel-
gian Order of the Crown, and French Croix 
de Guerre. 

I had the privilege of campaigning across 
South Carolina with Senator Thurmond in 
1988. I will never forget his beautiful speech-
es, his love for the people, and their love 
for him. 

My family and I are among the myriad who 
have great respect and admiration for the 
Senator. His patriotism, courage, and life-
time dedication to South Carolina and his 
Nation will always be remembered. I am 
looking forward to having Senator Thurmond 
at the White House Friday to celebrate his 
centennial year. 

God bless you, Strom. The Nation and I 
are grateful for your life of service.
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Letter to Congressional Leaders 
Transmitting a Report on the 
National Emergencies With Respect 
to the Federal Republic of 
Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro) 
and Kosovo 
December 4, 2002

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
As required by section 401(c) of the Na-

tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c), 
and section 204(c) of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C. 
1703(c), I am providing a combined 6-month 
report prepared by my Administration on the 
national emergencies declared with respect 
to the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia 
and Montenegro) in Executive Order 12808 
on May 30, 1992, and Kosovo in Executive 
Order 13088 on June 9, 1998. 

Sincerely, 
George W. Bush 

NOTE: Letters were sent to J. Dennis Hastert, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, and 
Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate. An 
original was not available for verification of the 
content of this letter.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With 
President Daniel T. arap Moi of 
Kenya and Prime Minister Meles 
Zenawi of Ethiopia and an Exchange 
With Reporters 
December 5, 2002

President Bush. Here’s what we’re going 
to do. I’m going to welcome our friends to 
the Cabinet Room in the White House. Each 
leader will make a statement. We’ll then have 
one question from an American, one ques-
tion from a Kenyan, and one question from 
an Ethiopian. The President and the Prime 
Minister will decide who gets the questions, 
as will I. 

First, it’s an honor to welcome President 
Moi and Prime Minister Meles to the—this 
is where we do our work, the Cabinet Room. 
We welcome two strong friends of America 
here, two leaders of countries which have 
joined us in the—to fight the global war on 
terror, two steadfast allies, two people that 

the American people can count on when it 
comes to winning the first war of the 21st 
century. And I’m so pleased that the Presi-
dent and the Prime Minister have agreed to 
come and have a substantive visit. I thank 
their delegations for coming with them, and 
I look forward to a good and open discussion 
about how we can advance our respective in-
terests. 

So Mr. President, welcome. President Moi 
is a strong leader of Kenya. He is leading 
the country to a transition period through 
open elections. And Mr. President, you have 
distinguished yourself by your service to your 
country, and I appreciate that, and we wel-
come you. 

President Moi. Thank you very much in-
deed. I’m delighted to have my last visit to 
the United States as President of the Repub-
lic of Kenya. We are—I am here to discuss 
a wide range of issues. The most important 
issue is the security within the Horn of Africa 
and particularly my own country, Kenya. 

These are important issues which will en-
able us to handle and manage terrorism in 
that part of the world. And so I am delighted 
to be in Washington today. 

President Bush. Mr. President, thank 
you. And of course, I want to reiterate what 
I have said before, and that is, our country 
mourns the loss of life in Kenya, the tragedy 
that befell your country as a result of killers 
trying to terrorize freedom-loving people. 
And I appreciate your leadership on that 
issue. 

Mr. Prime Minister, I’m so honored that 
you’re here. Welcome. 

Prime Minister Meles. Thank you, Mr. 
President. We are all here very glad that 
we’ve been welcomed to Washington. A mo-
ment ago you said that we are engaged in 
the first war of the 21st century. We believe 
that the war against terrorism is a war against 
people who have not caught up with the 21st 
century, who have values and ideals that are 
contrary to the values of the 21st century. 
And in that context, it’s a fight not between 
the United States and some groups; it’s a 
fight between those who want to catch up 
with the 21st century and those who want 
to remain where they are. 

So I want to assure you that we are all 
with you against forces of terror and—


